
Title: Professor of Religion/
Philosophy and Executive 
Director of Academic Ser-
vices 
 
What are your  basic du-
ties at SMC? 
MG:  I teach several courses 
each semester in the religion 
and philosophy curriculum.  
I also assist the Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs in 
various aspects of academic 
service to the college. 
 
How long have you taught  
at SMC? 
MG:  I have been teaching 
at SMC for the past 8 years. 
 
Tell us about your  family. 
MG:  I have been married to 
Janice Thompson Gibbs for 
23 years.  We have two 
wonderful daughters, Han-
nah Beth, who will be a 
freshman at SMC in the fall, 
and 15 years-old Sarah Jane. 
 
Do you have any pets at 
home? 
MG:  We have a yellow lab 
named Rose, a terrier named 
Emma, and a Shi Tzu 
named Piddle.  And then 

there’s Tiger Lilly, just your 
everyday random cat. 
 
Tell us about your  educa-
tional background. 
MG:  I received an Associ-
ate of Science and Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Mont-
reat College in North Caro-
lina.  I then obtained a Mas-
ter of Arts from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Semi-
nary.   Several years ago, I 
completed my Ph.D. work 
from the University of 
Wales-Lampeter in the 
United Kingdom.  I am cur-
rently continuing my educa-
tion  through some post-
graduate courses at Iowa 
State University and Holy 
Apostles Seminary. 
 
What is your  church af-
filiation? 
MG: I am the son of two 
retired  United Methodist 
pastors. 
 
Are you a member  of any 
civic or  professional or-
ganizations? 
MG:  I am a member of the 
American Philosophical As-
sociation, as well as the 
South Carolina Academy of 
Religion. 
 
Favor ite quote? 
MG:  Remember Mark, 
NEVER EVER, I mean 
EVER, end a sentence with 
a preposition.”   (Dr. John 
Newton, Profressor Eemeri-
tus, Montreat College) 

Favor ite Book: 
MG:  The Plague by Albert 
Camus 
 
Favor ite TV Show: 
MG:  Iron Chef America 
 
Favor ite Movie:   
MG:  The Matrix (Part 1 
ONLY!!!) 
 
Favor ite Restaurant: 
MG:  I never met a Mexican 
restaurant that I didn’ t 
LOVE! 
 
What would you say was 
your  proudest moment? 
MG:  I have two—the births 
of my daughters. 
 
Is there an interesting fact 
that not many people know 
about you? 
MG:  I hate pets!  Oh, the 
bitter irony! 
 
 
What the students say 
about Dr . Gibbs… 
He’s the coolest guy I’ve 
ever met!  I love the way he 
teaches because he always 
engages the students in con-
versation.  
 —Kira Hader,  
 
Dr. Gibbs is great!  He’s my 
favorite professor at SMC.  
He really makes you think 
about why you believe what 
you believe.   
—Abby Harper 
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I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

Pioneer  Parent  Pipel ine 

Spar t an bu r g M et h od i st  Col l ege 
1000 Pow el l  M i l l  Rd 

Spar t an bu r g SC,  29301 
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When students arrive in the fall, 
SMC’s campus may look a little 
different!  Many of the side-
walks throughout campus are 
being replaced or moved to 
make the campus more user 
friendly.  Some of the sidewalks 
that were broken and cracked 
are being repaired and new side-
walks are being poured.  A new 
circular brick patio will be a 
welcome addition to the mall 
area near the Student Center and 
the Willard and Hammond Resi-
dence Halls. 
 
These improvements are part of 
SMC’s Master Plan that was 
unveiled in late Spring.   
 
If you are on campus this sum-
mer, please bear with us as we 
make these changes to better 
our campus environment. 
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Parents’  weekend can give you a 
glimpse of your children’s life on cam-
pus.  You see how they have decorated 
their room, meet their roommate and 
new friends, and see how they manage 
in their new environment.  This is a 

good time to look into the window of 
college life your child is experiencing.  
You should come home with some idea 
of how well the transition from home to 
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Most colleges and universities host a 
parents’  weekend in the fall which 
helps families give their students a 
sense of continuity.  If your schedule 
allows, parents’  weekend is a wonder-
ful time to visit.  Some students tell 
their parents how insignificant that 
weekend is and therefore, it is not im-
portant that they attend.  However, 
listen to what they don’ t tell you.  
They may really want you there, but 
are sometimes timid about making a 
big deal about it.  After all,, they are 
told they are supposed to handle all 
the stress of college life on their own!  
Yet parents’  weekend provides a 
meaningful opportunity for a family 
to communicate.   

college has progressed.   
 

V isiting at other times is usually 
welcome; however, unannounced vis-
its are not appropriate.   Just as you 
ask your friends and relatives before 
you visit, do extend the same courtesy 
to your young adult.  As parents, you 
set the example and they will appreci-
ate your thoughtfulness. 
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To order a copy of the book this arti-
cle was taken from, call 1-800-280-
4880, ext. 88 
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Order a Welcome Basket for 
your student.   

Find more info. and an order 
form visit  

www.smcsc.edu/Pages/Parents 
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Please direct all comments, questions, and suggestions to 
Kim Day at dayk@smcsc.edu 

In this column each week, we will explore an important issue that 
often gets lost in translation between parents and students.  We will 
provide tips to help open the lines of communication between you 
and your student.  
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Chances are you have a family plan for your cellular phone usage 
that includes your student’s phone.  If your student is attending col-
lege away from home, you are going to inevitably lose some control 
over his or her cell phone usage.  Your bill may increase by leaps 
and bounds!  That is why it is important to talk with your student 
about limits NOW!  You may want to suggest that he or she limit 
their calls as much as possible to the evening hours if you have 
unlimited minutes included in your plan.  You may want to agree to 
pay the base cost for the plan and require your student to pay for 
any minutes he or she uses beyond the plan.  Also, remind your stu-
dent that cell phone usage is not acceptable during class or organ-
ized academic events.  Talk to your student about cell phone eti-
quette.  We’ ll reinforce it for you! 
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Add-ons for phones like text messaging or internet access can be 
detrimental to your cell phone bill if you are not prepared.  You 
may want to talk with your wireless provider about adjusting your 
plan to  include services your student may find useful at school.�

A student eats lunch with his parents during 
SMC’s Family Day 2006 


