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F/A:   F/A stands for Failure 
due to Absences.  Unfortu-
nately, many students are 
“awarded” an F/A at some point 
during their college career.  It is 
very simple to avoid, however.  
The student just has to attend 
class!  SMC has an attendance 
policy that is outlined in the 
college catalog and in every 
course syllabus.  Students who 
miss more than the allotted days 
will most likely be given the 
grade of F/A.  An F/A counts 
just like an F in the calculation 
of one’s GPA. 
 
POPS:  POPS is the student-
run programming board and 
stands for People Organizing 
Programs Successfully.  
POPS is open to all inter-
ested students.  They plan 
activities ranging from 
dances, bonfires, and murder 
mysteries to game nights and 
Granny Bingo. 
 

Chances are, your student is 
currently or will soon be-
come a member of Face-
book.  He or she most likely 
has a personal profile dis-
playing pictures, favorite 
quotes, movies, books, and 
even a declaration of his or 
her mood for the day.  Your 
student may even have his 
or her phone number on 
display for all the world to 
see, so to speak.  Facebook 
is a social utility 
that connects 
people with 
friends and oth-
ers who work, 
study and live 
around them.  
 
People use 
Facebook to keep up with 
friends, upload an unlimited 
number of photos, share 
links and videos, and learn 
more about the people they 
meet.  Students confirm 
friends, write on each 
other’s wall, and even poke 
one another via Facebook, 
although no one really 
seems to know what it really 
means to “poke” someone.  
Students can join groups 
with people who have simi-
lar interests.  These groups 
range from “I love my ipod” 
to “SMC Students Join in 
Prayer for VT” and every-
thing in between!  Some 
students even tell stories of 
finding out their boyfriend 
or girlfriend broke up with 

them through Facebook.  All 
of this information can be 
accessed by visiting 
www.facebook.com 
 
Facebook.com has been in 
existence since February of 
2004 when it was launched 
by its founders from their 
dorm room at Harvard Uni-
versity.  In just one month, 
the facebook concept ex-
panded from Harvard to Yale, 

Columbia, and Stan-
ford.  In less than a 
year, it was accessi-
ble to over 1 million 
users.  In February 
of 2006, it was esti-
mated that Facebook 
reached 12.1 million 
active users!  Face-

book is a social utility that 
helps people understand the 
world around them. The com-
pany develops technologies 
that facilitate the spread of 
information through social 
networks, allowing people to 
share information online the 
same way they do in the real 
world. People with a valid 
email address can register for 
Facebook and create a profile 
to share information  
with their friends in a trusted 
environment. Facebook is a 
part of many people’s daily 
routine; half of the people on 
Facebook come back daily 
and, according to comScore, 
spend an average of 20 min-
utes per day sharing and gath-
ering information.� 

In light of this information, 
what should you as a parent 
know about Facebook? 
1. Have a serious conversa-

tion with your student 
about the privacy issues 
surrounding Facebook.  
Remind him or her that 
any information on the 
web can eventually be 
accessed by anyone.  Talk 
with your student of the 
dangers of posting phone 
numbers, Residence Hall 
room numbers, and other 
personal information 
online.  Facebook does 
have privacy options.  
Encourage your student to 
use them. 

 
2.    Warn your student     
 about allowing  Face
 book to become a dis
 traction!  Some students 
 admit to checking their 
 Facebook account over 50 
 times per day.  Take it 
 from someone who 
 knows, it’s addictive!  It is 
 very easy to lose track of 
 time when perusing Face
 book! 
 
3.   What happens on Face
 book doesn’t necessarily 
 stay on Facebook!  Stu
 dents talk.  Pictures can be 
 misleading.  Judgments 
 are made based on asso
 ciations.  Information 
 posted on facebook, in 
 whatever form or fashion, 
 has the potential to have 
 far-reaching results.   
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5. Anyone can have a Facebook 
 profile!  Many SMC faculty and 
 staff members have Facebook    

 profiles as an additional way of 
 connecting with their students.  As 
 a parent, you can even join Face-
 book, although it is important to 
 remember to give your student 

4. Some postings may have conse-
quences.  Colleges and universi-
ties all over the nation grapple 
with the issue of how to handle 
information discovered on Face-
book.  Should photos that stu-
dents post that clearly show con-
suming alcohol in the residence 
hall be evidence enough for a 
disciplinary sanction?  How free 
is free speech?  At what point 
does a comment become inappro-
priate?  All of these issues are 
dealt with on a daily basis since 
in inception of Facebook.  Help 
your students understand that 
with freedom comes responsibil-
ity.  Remind your student that he 
or she may be held responsible 
for information posted on a Face-
book account. 

 
 

 some sense of privacy during this 
 new time in his or her life.  The 
 better idea may be to ask your    
 student to peruse his or her Face-
 book profile together.  Try your 
 best not respond irrationally over 
 some of the things you may see.  
 Instead, make a mental note to 
 have a conversation at a later 
 date with your student to help 
 him or her see your point of 
 view.   
 
6. Facebook is being used as a   
 hiring tool.  Many employers 
 report looking at the Facebook 
 profiles of potential hires.         
 Actions that students may just 
 think of as a  collegiate rite of 
 passage may affect their success 
 during the job hunt. 
 
For more information visit www.facebook.com 
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Please direct all comments, questions, and suggestions to 
Kim Day at dayk@smcsc.edu 

In this column each week, we will explore an important issue that 
often gets lost in translation between parents and students.  We will 
provide tips to help open the lines of communication between you 
and your student.  
 
 
· ���������	
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Many of the problems college students face in regards to alcohol 
come because of a lack of understanding of the campus policy on 
alcohol.  SMC is a dry campus.  Students are not allowed to con-
sume or be in the presence of alcohol on campus.  In an effort to 
curb problem drinking, SMC has strict consequences for students 
who violate the alcohol policy.  All disciplinary sanctions are in-
cluded in an effort to educate the student first and foremost.  A first 
offense can result in a $100 fine, 10 hours of community service, 10 
points on the disciplinary system, and a requirement to complete the 
Alcohol 101 education program.  Parents are notified when a stu-
dent is charged with an alcohol violation.  Sanctions for a second 
alcohol offense are steeper, and a third alcohol offense can result in 
suspension from the college. 
· 
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Your student listens to you more than you may realize.  Glorifying 
your college drinking days only serves to encourage them to seek a 
common experience.  Times have changed.  Laws have changed.   
Help us educate your students on how to handle the alcohol issue 
responsibly. 


