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SMC Freshman Day of Service: 
Oh, the Places We Served!�
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What do you call over 
450 people, dressed in 
matching shirts, being 
transported on busses to 
20 different locations 
throughout the Spartan-
burg community, on a 
Saturday morning in 
August, with intentions 
of making the world a 
better place?  The 7th 
Annual SMC Freshman 
Day of Service! 

 
On their first full 
day on campus, 
Saturday, August 
18th, the freshman 
class truly made a 
difference in the 
Spartanburg Com-
munity.  Students 
were sent out in their 
PACK teams, with an 
Student Ambassador, 
Resident Assistant, and 

SMC faculty or staff 
member, to serve Spar-
tanburg in a variety of 
ways.  One group 
painted fingernails and 
curled hair at an assisted 
living facility.  One 
group worked on a 
Habitat house.  One 
group washed and 
walked dogs at the Spar-
tanburg Humane Soci-
ety.  Several groups 

e v e n 
s e r v e d 
food to 
t h e 
h o m e -
l e s s .  
This is a 
day your 
s tuden t 
will not 
soon for-
get.   

 
In an effort to 
help the students 
make sense of 
the experience, 
each group par-
ticipated in a 
reflection exer-
cise on Saturday 

afternoon.  We asked the 
students to share what 
they learned from their 
service.  Some of the 

responses included:  
· ��������	
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This annual event has a 
three-fold purpose:  1) to 
introduce students to the 
ideals and benefits of com-
munity service; 2) to build 
community within the 
freshman class; and 3) to 
serve the Spartanburg 
Community.  SMC Chap-
lain, Candice Sloan, coor-
dinator of the event says,  
I am grateful for the hard 
work of the students, fac-
ulty, and staff to make an 
impact on the Spartanburg 
Community.  It is defi-
nitely a fruitful and worth-
while event for SMC and 
for the Spartanburg com-
munity.  
 



SMC freshmen were very busy throughout Basic Orientation.  Check out the photos of 
various events on campus.  You might see some familiar faces! 
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Spartanburg Methodist College unveiled a new messaging system on Thursday, August 23rd that will al-
low the school to alert students, faculty and staff in case of urgent situations or emergencies.  The school is 
teaming up with EmergaTxt, a Woodruff-based company whose technology allows users to mass-deliver 
text messages. The school held a news conference with EmergaTxt officials on campus to announce this 
new service. 

Art Hartzog, Dean of Students at SMC, said the school was looking for an affordable way to disseminate 
information when needed, and that EmergaTxt's system was the best for the school.  It will involve cell-
phone messaging and will complement other notification methods the school already uses. "While there 
are some (companies) that do more, they're much more complicated and much more expensive," Hartzog 
said.  "They (EmergaTxt) do what we need at a much more cost-effective level." 

In the wake of the deadly Virginia Tech shootings in April, many colleges are trying to update their emer-
gency response plans. Virginia Tech officials were criticized by some after the April 16 massacre for be-
ing too slow to alert students to two murders in a campus dormitory. The gunman in those shootings killed 
30 more people and wounded 25 in a classroom building hours after the first attack, before taking his own 
life. "We, like all colleges, searched out ways that we could deal with that kind of situation, and at the 
same time, less serious emergencies," Hartzog said.   (Article copied from Spartanburg Herald Journal 8/23/2007) 
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Please direct all comments, questions, and suggestions to 
Kim Day at dayk@smcsc.edu 

EmergaTxt Service Now Available to SMC Students & Parents 

The Spartanburg Methodist Volleyball team knocked off North Lake College 2-0 (30-24, 30-19) in the final 
match of the 1st Annual Pioneer Classic Volleyball tournament Saturday evening to capture the tournament 
title.  The Pioneers finished 4-0 in the tournament after sweeping Lenoir Community College 2-0 (30-14, 30-
24), Hiwassee College 2-0 (30-17, 30-19) and USC Salkehatchie 2-0 (30-9, 30-19). 

The Pioneers were led by Pioneer Classic Tournament MVP, Tiffany Dean (Westminster, SC/West Oak HS), 
throughout the entire tournament.  Dean finished the weekend with 23 kills and hit at a .322 clip.  Dean also 
tallied 48 digs and 5 aces.  Also notching All-tournament honors for the Pioneers were Tori Criminger (Rock 
Hill, SC/Rock Hill HS) and Jen Kelley (Camas, WA/Camas HS).  Criminger finished the weekend with 15 
kills, 14 solo blocks, 43 digs and 4 aces while Kelley contributed with 65 assists, 34 digs and 8 aces. 

The Pioneers will be back in action on Sept.5 in their first road trip of the season when they take on Lenoir 
Community College in Kinston, NC. 

SMC Volleyball Sweeps 1st Annual Pioneer Classic 


