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Valentines Day
Isright around

the corner.
Make sure
your student
knows how

much you love

him or her!

On Thursday, January
24th, five SMC students
and the Director of Student
Activities and Leadership
Development joined stu-
dents and an advisor from
USC Upstate at the train
station in Spartanburg to
board the train for Wash-
ington D.C. Each year, the
Office of Student Activi-
ties sponsors a

Holocaust
museum.
After a late
lunch inside
of the Air and
Space  Mu-
seum, the
students were
given some
free time to
visit other attractions lo-

cultural education
trip for students.
Based on the suc-
cess of this excur-
sion, this trip to
our nation’'s capi-
tal is a tradition
that will hope-
fully continue in
years to come.
The participants
were ableto learn
and experience a
large span  of

FromLto R Travis Eler, Patrice Kelly,
Melissa Easler, Diomi Gordon, and Reisha
Alston, near the US Capitol building.

- American history

on this trip. Friday’'s ac-
tivities consisted of visit-
ing the Smithsonian's Af-
rican Art
Museum,
the Freder-
ick Doug-
lass Na-
tional His
toric Site,
and an eve-
ning of relaxing and fun at
Union Station. On Satur-
day morning, the group
visited the White House
and the United States

cated on and around the
National Mall on their own.
On Saturday evening, the
group  ventured
into Georgetown
for dinner, walk-
ing past the fa
mous Watergate
Hotel and
through the beau-
tiful Washington
Harbor area. Sunday morn-
ing, the students visited the
Lincoln Memorial, the
Vietnam War Memorial, the
Korean War Memorial, and

t h e
WWII
Memo-
rial
before
taking
t h e
eleva-
tor up
550
feet to the top of the Wash-
ington Monument.  After
lunch, the group visited the
National Archives and Ar-
lington National Cemetery.
The opportunity to partner
with another local campus
for a trip such as this pro-
vides numerous advantages,
including the sharing of
resources and increased
student interaction between
the campuses. This was a
wonderful experience, and
for many of the students on
the trip, it was their first
time in a metropolitan envi-
ronment. Our nation’s his-
tory comes alive in Wash-
ington D.C. While the big-
gest challenges on the trip
were finding a comfortable
way to sleep on the train
and navigating the D.C.
Metro system, the students
who participated gained
valuable experience, ac-
quired critical knowledge,
and learned more about
themselves and the role that
others have played to make
the United States the nation
it istoday.



During the week of November 26th, the SMC Community celebrated HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness week with awide range of activities designed to educate students, staff, and faculty
on the realities of HIV/AIDS in our community, our nation, and our world. SMC part-
nered with World Vision, Inc. as well as Piedmont Care, alocal non-profit agency with a
mission of advocacy, education, and support to the community in regardsto HIV/AIDS.
Over half of the new HIV casesin the United States occur in people ages 17-24. Helping
our students understand the truth about HIV/AIDS isjust one step in helping this statistic
decline dramatically.

On Monday evening, the original HBO film, Life Support, starring Queen Latifah, was
shown in Camak Auditorium. This movie is based on the true account of an HIV +
woman living in New Y ork City who works for an AIDS Support Agency. It tellsthe
story of her struggle to maintain her family life, rebuild a struggling relationship with her
oldest daughter, and how she deals with the day to day physical and emotional challenges
of living with HIV. Approximately 100 students attended this event.

On Tuesday evening, arepresentative from Spartanburg Regional Hospital System’s Ryan White Clinic spoke on the myths and reali-
ties of HIV during the monthly counseling center seminar. The speaker, Connie Battleson, answered questions from students and did
her best to dispel myths that exist regarding the transmission of HIV and the realities of life for individuals living with HIV in the 21st
century. Representatives from Piedmont Care were also present to provide students with information about HIV testing and the ser-
vices they provide to Spartanburg, Union , and Cherokee counties. Over 200 students were on hand to hear thisimportant informa-
tion.

On Wednesday, our week of activities continued with a special chapel service focused on World Vision’s“Lives are at Stake” cam-
paign. Approximately 150 placards were placed on wooden stakes around the flagpole at the main entrance to the campus. These
placards contained pictures and stories of children around the world who lost one or both parentsto HIV. Most of these children were
from African or Caribbean nations. It is estimated that 6000 children around the world are orphaned each day because of this horrible
epidemic. After a specia prayer service, students were encouraged to choose a placard, place it around their necks, and pray for that
child throughout the remainder of the week. Thistruly was a special time for the campus as students, faculty, and staff joined together
to lift up prayers for those around the world who suffer because of HIV/AIDS as well as for those who serve as caregivers and com-
munity education providersin nations where the epidemic is spreading out of control.

On Thursday, staff members from Piedmont Care were stationed in the Student Center to provide practical information for students
regarding the prevention of the spread of HIV. Students who have or are engaging in risky behaviors were also encouraged to get
tested. It isestimated that 10,000 people in the United States are living with HIV and do not even know it! It isour hope, that through
events such as these, the SMC community will be educated and will not be another part of that statistic!

Throughout the week, student leaders and several faculty and staff members took part in the “Do Y ou See Orange Campaign.” Itis
estimated that 1 in 20 children each day (6000/day) are orphaned because of HIV. On Tuesday, one out of every 20 SMC students
wore an orange shirt with the word “Orphan” on the front to represent these children. On Thursday, the number of students wearing
the orange shirts doubled, providing the campus with a visual representation of what happens every day and throughout one week
around the world. HIV isadisease that is rampant around the world but is completely preventable if individuals are armed with edu-
cation to make smart choices. Thisisthe driving force behind SMC’s emphasis week. We want our students, faculty, and staff mem-
bers to have the information they need to protect and educate themsel ves and those around them.
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Please direct all comments, questions, and suggestions to
Kim Day at dayk@smcsc.edu
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Spartanburg Methodist College and the Hub City Writers' Project
announce publication of Common Ties: A History of Textile Indus-
trial Institute, Spartanburg Junior College, and Spartanburg Meth-
odist College, written by Dr. Katherine Davis Cann, Professor of
History at SMC.

The book traces the history of this unique college from its founding
in 1911 to the end of the presidency of Dr. George Fieldsin 1997.
Established through the untiring efforts of a young Methodist minis-
ter, David English Camak, and with the support of prominent Spar-
tanburg businessmen — including Walter S. Montgomery, Charles P.
Hammond, and J. Wright Nash — Textile Industria Institute pro-
vided basic education for adult textile workers through a work-
study program. Over the years, the school evolved into an accred-
ited two year college associated with the South Carolina Conference
of the United Methodist Church.

From the beginning, SMC has played avital role in the academic

life of the Spartanburg community and the state of South Carolina.

In researching the history of the college through its three identities,

Dr. Cann explored the college archives, the records of the South

Carolina Methodist Conference, and conducted dozens of inter-

views with former students, administrators, and faculty. The result is a carefully documented account of the
development of the institution and itsimpact on the lives of its students.

In the words of Dr. A. V. Huff, Jr., former Vice President of Academic Affairsat Furman University, Dr.
Cann’s book is“agem of historical writing.”

Common Ties may be purchased at the SMC bookstore on campus or ordered from Hub City Writers' Project,
PO Box 8421, Spartanburg, SC 29305 (www.hubcity.org).




